VII.

EPISODES OF WAR.

THE Confederate General A. S. Johnston retreated
from Nashville through Murfreesboro, Shelbyville,
and Fayettevllie to Decatur. It was a middle route
of three different routes south, the other two being,
the one between Nashville and Chattanooga, and that
between Columbia, Pulaski, and Decatur. It has
been said by his biographer that his object in taking
this middle route was to intercept Buell in case he
advanced by either one of the three routes ; though
if Bueli had advanced with his whole effective force
of some fifty thousand men, or even half of it, General
Johnston would not have been very well prepared to
resist him with only seventeen thousand men. It is
more probable that General Johnston was hurrying
to form a junction with Beauregard, without much
thought of resisting Buell.

General Mitchel was riding one morning at the
head of his staff through the streets of Nashville.
His force had only begun to enter the city.1 There

1 Mrs. Polk, the widow of ex-President Polk, lived at Nashville in
the family mansion of the Polks. General Mitchel's division having
first entered the city, Mrs. Polk sent a request that he would call upon
her. It was the morning of the entry of the troops, when everything
was in confusion, the city having been in a terrible condition conse-
quent to the withdrawal of one army, and its citizens frightened at
the prospects of occupation by another, that General Mitchel, attended
by two of his staff, rode up to Mrs. Polk's house. The widow had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